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Hispanic Youth Symposium Agenda 

Day One 

8:00a - 9:45a Resident Assistant (RA) Check-in 

10:00a-10:45a RA Ice Breakers 

10:45a-12:30p Review RA Guidelines, RA Agenda, Student Agenda, etc. 

12:45p-1:45p  RA Lunch 

2:00p-3:00p  RA Leadership Development Workshop 

3:00p-5:00p Registration: Room check-in - Students arrive at campus, meet their 

Resident Assistants (RA’s), receive their symposium materials, and check 

into their dorm rooms. 

5:30p-7:15p Dinner 

7:30p-9:30p Familia Ice Breakers, Team Building Exercises – Students write about a 

time when they were really successful as a learner. From this they create a 

free verse poem, then a gesture phrase, and then work in groups to create a 

piece of theatre.  The Shakespeare Theatre leads this activity. 

10:30p Lights Out 

Day Two 

6:00a - 7:30a Breakfast 

8:00a - 9:10a Welcome and Sponsor Introductions - Students are welcomed by the 

regional Hispanic Youth Symposium chairman and representatives from 

sponsoring organizations. 

9:15a. - 10:00a       Opening Plenary - Motivational Address: "Success is in Your Hands" 

Keynote: Fred Soto, Ph.D., nationally recognized specialist in leadership, 

diversity, team motivation, and more, speaks with students to set the tone 

for the next three days. 

10:30a - 11:45p        Foundations for Success - This session focuses on student’s lifelong 

education and career goals. 

12:00p-1:15p  Lunch  

 

1:45p - 5:30p Hispanic Heroes Workshop is a session in which students are able to 

connect to leaders in the community, learning about the many roads to 

success from professionals in the area.  The Role Models invited to 
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participate in this session reflect professionals in both the public and 

private sectors.  Several slots are set-aside specifically for sponsors, as 

determined by sponsorship levels.  The goal of this workshop is to expand 

the support network for our students, with the hope that many of these 

connections will evolve into mentoring relationships.  

Issues to Action is a session designed to engage the students in a policy 

analysis exercise.  Student groups are assigned an issue that affects the 

Latino community, and they examine it, identify the root cause, and 

brainstorm alternative solutions.  Students will be challenged to implement 

their recommendations aided by a facilitator.  One student will present on 

behalf of each group, this presentation is judged, and the winning group 

receives a $500 grant from HCF and $500 from our partner Youth Venture 

to develop an action plan.  

5:45p - 7:00p              Dinner 

7:15p-10:00p Preliminary Speech Competition - Students have opportunity to earn 

college scholarship money by demonstrating superior public speaking 

skills.  Scholarship Awards:  First Place - $2,000; Second Place - $1,000; 

Third Place - $500 

Talent Competition Tryouts - Students participating in the Talent 

Competition meet with coordinators to clarify any questions and set the 

line up. 

Art Competition Judging - Students have the opportunity to earn college 

scholarships based on superior artistic talent.  Scholarship Awards:  First 

Place - $2,000; Second Place - $1,000; Third Place - $500  

9:00p - 10:00p Ice Cream Social - This is students’ chance to enjoy a cold treat while 

mingling with fellow students, Resident Assistants (RA’s), and volunteers.   

10:45p                         Lights Out 

Day Three 

6:00a - 7:45a               Breakfast 

8:00a - 12:00p             Realizing the College Dream is a series of workshops in which students          

are encouraged to seek higher educational opportunities and increase their 

expectations about going to college.  Fewer Hispanic students are still 

attending college than the general population, in part because they lack 

knowledge about the college enrollment process.  The workshop will 

challenge them to dream about their future, help set goals and aspirations, 

provide information about the different aspects of the enrollment and 

financial aid process, and encourage them to apply. The goal is to provide 

students with the information they need to become future leaders, 

inspiring them to think of themselves as future college students.  The five 

workshops included in this session are titled Why Go to College?, 
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Understanding SATs, Writing Essays, Strategic Application Process, and 

Financing College.   
 

12:15p - 1:15p             Lunch 

1:30p- 3:00p College/Career Fair – Thirty to forty local and national colleges and 

universities are present during the fair to speak with students.  Sponsors 

are also invited to have booths to speak with students about the different 

opportunities available once students finish their education. 

 Speech Competition Finals - Finalists from the Speech Competition 

Preliminaries compete to determine the First, Second, and Third Place 

winners. 

Issues to Action Finals - Finalists from the previous day’s session 

compete to determine the $1,000 grant winner. 

 

3:15p - 4:45p            Underclassmen – Campus Tour How To’s 

 Upperclassmen – Mock Admissions Interview 

 

5:00p-6:00p Dinner 

 

6:15p-7:45p Free Time 

 

 Student Talent Competition Rehearsal - Dress rehearsal for students 

participating in the Student Talent Competition. 

 

8:00p-9:30p Student Talent Competition - Students have the opportunity to earn 

college scholarships based on superior performance skills.  Scholarship 

Awards:  First Place - $2,000; Second Place - $1,000; Third Place - $500 

 

 

9:30p-10:15p Reception - Cookies and Punch - Students have the opportunity to 

mingle with performers and guests after the competition 

Day Four 

6:00a - 7:45a               Breakfast and Checkout 

8:00a-11:10a Making it Happen is a series of workshops designed to inspire the 

students to go to college so that they can succeed in the profession of their 

choice.  Students will learn what type of degree they will need if they want 

to build bridges, heal people, impact policy, etc.  Students will meet and 

interact with professionals who can give tips, advice, and encouragement 

to pursue their desired career track.  The main goal of Making it Happen is 

for our students to come away thinking, “Hey, that’s cool!  I can do that!”, 

knowing that by going to college they can succeed in any profession that 

they dream of. 
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The workshop sponsor will be designing and facilitating a workshop that 

emphasizes the many career choices in their field/industry.  At a 200-

student symposium, two sessions of the workshop will be carried out 

simultaneously during four rotations; and at a first-year, 100-student 

symposium, one session of the workshop will be carried out during four 

rotations.  There will be approximately six minutes in between each 

rotation, and each session will accommodate up to 25 students.   
 

While sponsors are encouraged to bring company giveaways for students, 

wear company logo shirts, and etc., please keep in mind that the focus 

should be on a career field/profession, and not on a specific organization.  

There can be no job solicitation.  The interest generated among the 

students about a career focus and the image of a company will leave a 

lasting, positive impression on the students.  Workshop content is very 

flexible; we only suggest that it be as interactive, interesting, and fun as 

possible, preferably incorporating small-group activities or activity 

stations.  Organizations may consider dedicating a short time at the close 

of each workshop to Q&A or reflection.  In addition, workshop 

participants are advised to bring many business cards to exchange with 

students. 
  

11:45a - 1:30p             Lunch 
 

Exit Surveys - Students take electronic surveys about their experience 

during the Hispanic Youth Symposium onsite, in a computer lab.  

1:45p - 4:30p Awards & Recognition Program for Students & Sponsors - Sponsors 

are recognized, and scholarship recipients are awarded from the Essay, 

Speech, Art, and Talent Competitions.   

 Closing Address -  The regional Hispanic Youth Symposium Chairman 

or other member of the community gives a closing address.  Sponsors are 

also given the opportunity to provide brief remarks. 

 Student Graduation - Students are recognized for their hard work, and 

receive Hispanic Youth Symposium diplomas and T-Shirts.  

5:00p   Student Departure 


